INTRODUCTION                     5
An Arab author writes of them, "Nothing is more obscure than the early history of this race ; but they are classified in three divisions : the Baidah, the Ariba, and the Mustariba. The Baidah (the perished) are those of extreme antiquity, concerning whom little is known to us. Such, for instance, were Aad, Thamoud, and the first Jurham. As for the Ariba, or true Arabs, they are the people of the Yemen, the children of Kahtan ; while the Mustariba, or Arabs by adoption, are the sons of Ishmael, the son of Abraham, who, as it is said, came in contact with the second Jurham of the race of Kahtan, and married into that tribe. His descendants are called Arabs by adoption, because Ishmael was a Hebrew by birth and in language. From the Ariba and Mustariba originated the Arab tribes as known at the present day."
Kahtan (or Jocktan) was the son of Abeis, the son of Shalah, the son of Arfakhshad, the son of Shem, the son of Noah. He is said to have been the first to speak the Arabic language.
Arabic and Hebrew are nearly allied, and are the only living representatives of the linguistic group to which Chaldeean, Syriac, and many other dead languages belong. The Arabs are distributed in tribes, and are essentially a nomadic people. Physically, they are a handsome race, small and slight in stature, in colour light brown to white. It will be understood that we are speaking here of the nomad tribesmen of Negd and Hedjaz, not of the settled populations found in the south-west and in towns ; nor yet of Egyptians, Moors, Syrians or others, sometimes loosely termed Arabs. The true Arab has sharp aquiline features, straight black hair on his head, and very little on his face. He is generally depicted as a tall, imposing-looking person, of dark complexion, with a flowing beard; but this is wrong.
These two races, the Arabs and the Jews, so nearly alike as they are physically and intellectually, yet differ widely in certain moral qualities. The Arabs in the past have shown great capacity not only for waging war on a large scale but for administering and civilizing the countries conquered. They made for themselves an empire larger than that of Rome, if somewhat less durable. Ihej have imposed tfejeir language ajid religion on a